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responsible government. In Canada the system is adopted
throughout; and applies no less to the Provincial than to the
Central Governments. In Australia there is some doubt as
to the manner of its working, through the prominence given
by the federal principle to the Senate; but, should difficulty
arise through the strength of the Second Chamber, the
equality of the Senate (except on questions of finance) would
probably be sacrificed sooner than that the system of re-
sponsible government should be imperilled. In South Africa,
as we have seen, it has not been attempted to employ re-
sponsible government in the administration of the Provinces;
and generally, owing to the absence of a federal Constitution,
and the consequent subordination of the Senate, the system of
government more closely approximates to that of Great
Britain than does that of either Canada or Australia.
The South African Act follows the Australian in render-
ing compulsory the sitting of Ministers in Parliament, but
the unwritten convention, in Canada and in Great Britain,
leads to the same result; so that the former statutes only
dot the i's of the prevailing practice.
Herein a wide gulf separates these Constitutions from
that of the United States. In that Constitution the spheres
of the executive, the legislative and the judicial authorities
are kept strictly separate. The American Constitution was
framed on the model of the English Constitution as con-
ceived by Montesquieu, and sought to reproduce the English
model, freed from parasitic accretions which were ascribed
to the poisoning influence of the Crown. But the dis-
tinction between Parliamentary and non-Parliamentary
executives is fundamental, and the absence in the United
States of the connecting link of the Cabinet between the
executive and the legislature causes the American Con-
stitution to run in a wholly different channel from the one
followed by those Constitutions which accept the English
system of government by a parliamentary Cabinet.
In another feature the Constitutions of Canada and